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YOUTH SERVICE CANADA 
INFORMATION SHEET 


Youth Service Canada (YSC) is part of the federal 
government's Youth Employment and Learning 
Strategy to address unemployment among 
out-of-school young people 18 to 24 years of age. 
Projects called lead sites will start in the summer 
of 1994, with regular projects beginning in the 

fall of 1994. 


Youth Service Canada projects: 
* focus on work experience and skills development 


* are for young people, 18 to 24, unemployed, out of 
school ranging from high school dropouts to 
college or university graduates 


* are community-based, last normally six to nine 
months and pay participants a weekly stipend and 
completion bonus 


* will expose young people to: personal growth, 
community development and learning, 
entrepreneurship, sustainable development and 
environmental work. 


Why is there a lead-site phase? 

Youth Service Canada is a new and innovative 

program that needs to be “test driven” this summer to 

see what works and what doesn’t work for the 

participants and the project sponsors. 

Features being tested are: 

¢ the concept of providing unemployed youth with an 
alternative to collecting unemployment insurance 
or social assistance 

° use of community, non-profit sponsors 


* project activities and project length 


¢ the stipend and bonus system. 
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Projects will be assessed and participants will be 
asked for their views on how well Youth Service 
Canada fulfilled the following objectives: 


May 1994 


— enabling young people to improve 
attitude/motivation 


— developing transferable job-related skills 


— preparing for further education/training, 
self-employment or job search and placement in 
the labour market. 


How can unemployed, out-of-school young 
people find out about participating in a 
YSC lead-site project? 


A list and description of YSC projects will be sent to all 
Canada Employment Centres (CECs). If interested, 
young people should contact the project coordinator. 
Project coordinators will select participants according 
to how their interests, skills and abilities fit the project 
activities. 


Will all out-of-school, unemployed young 
people between the ages of 18 and 24 be 
automatically eligible to participate in a 
YSC project? 


All Canadian citizens or permanent residents between 


-the ages of 18 and 24 who are unemployed and out of 


school are eligible. 


Are Ul and Social Assistance recipients 
eligible? 


Yes. Young people on UI will have to choose between 
YSC participation and remaining on UI benefits. 
Young people on income assistance will need to 
respect provincial policies and guidelines regarding 
social benefits. 


Canada 


AQUI 


Y-AH-018-05-94 


Will participants be eligible for UI, and/or 
social assistance, once the project is over? 


Youth Service Canada participants are not eligible for 
UI when the project ends. Young people in need of 
welfare assistance will have to contact their provincial 
social services ministry for eligibility criteria. 


Was there a formal call for project 
proposals for the lead-site phase? 


No formal call for proposals for Youth Service Canada 
projects could be issued prior to Cabinet approval on 
April 14, 1994. Projects were selected from the 170 
unsolicited proposals that were sent directly to Human 
Resources Development Canada. 


Sponsors of projects not retained for the lead-site 
phase will be informed that they can resubmit their 
proposal to their local region for consideration when 
the full operational phase gets underway later in the 
fall of 1994. 


When will the program be fully operational 
and how will it run? 


The regular YSC program is scheduled to start in the 
fall of 1994. A working committee has been 
established at Human Resources Development 
Canada to coordinate and ensure effective program 
implementation. Full details for the regular program 
will be provided at a later date. 


Who can sponsor a project? 


There is no definition yet as to what kind of group(s) 
can sponsor a project. 


When and how will project sponsors be 
able to apply? 


Information and guidelines on the submission of 
proposals will be available through Canada 
Employment Centres (CECs) before the regular 
program starts in the fall of 1994. Sponsors interested 
in submitting a project will be able to apply through 
their nearest CEC. 
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